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How to Link Two Media And Two Faiths as Well

*By GUSTAV NIEBUHR

Books are made into movies all the time. But the works that go from printed page to silver screen tend to be novels or particularly dramatic ‑‑ ‑pieces of nonfiction. By contrast, how often is a scholarly work tumid into film? .

Well, the answer is it can happen. Evidence for that can be found In a new documentary that examines theological and historical relationships between Judaism and Christianity, with commentary by academics, clerics specializing in interfaith relations and people in the pews.

The origins of the idea go back a few years, to a day when someone gave a book to Gerald Krell, an inde​pendent documentary maker. The book was "Our Father Abraham: The Jewish Roots of the Christian Faith" (Eerdmans), by Marvin R‑.Wilson, a professor of biblical and theological studies at Gordon College in Wenham, Mass. The subject struck a chord with Mr. Krell, he said in an interview, and he told colleagues he wanted to base a docu​mentary on it. 
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That, he was told, would not be possible. "It took us three years to raise the funds for it," said Mr. Krell, who eventually made the film with a colleague, Meyer Odze.

The finished product includes intervi6ws with no fewer than 40 people, from a wide range of backgrounds ‑ Protestants, Roman Catholics, Eastern Orthodox Christians, and Orthodox and non‑Orthodox Jews. Among them are some prominent figures who have dealt with issues in Jewish‑Christian relations. But there are also encounters between ordinary Christians and Jews, who discuss areas of similarity in their traditions and areas of great difference.

Mr. Krell said he felt that by letting people talk without a script, the film defied a "traditional approach" to a religious documentary, one that would rely on a few experts and recreation of biblical scenes.

The film has already been screened twice at Gordon College, where Professor Wilson has long taught. In a separate interview, he said he had written the book (published more than a decade ago and still in print) out of frustration that many Christians, his students included, knew little about Judaism and their own faith's roots in it.

To counter that, he said, he helped develop a course at Gordon that has allowed students to visit local synagogues, attending occasional services and meeting with members.


Such encounters, Professor Wilson said, are "where the future of Jew​ish‑Christian relations has to be."

“I think that's the direction the film points to," he said. "We come to understand each other better through that kind of interaction."

