BOOKLIST REVIEW

AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION

Jews & Christians: A Journey of Faith.  Auteur Productions. 1hr. 56min

Ages 16-adult. 

Crystalline footage eyes modern-day Israel, the holiest

geographic locale for both Judaism and Christianity. Moving from the Sea of

Galilee and the Western Wall to an American home where a family celebrates

the Passover Seder and to a church whose congregation prepares to take communion, the program interestingly juxtaposes the practices of each faith,

revealing how ancient Jewish traditions find expression in contemporary

Christian ritual. This side-by-side comparison of ideas and customs is used

effectively throughout the production. The common bonds between the faiths

and the points at which they diverge are analyzed by a host of articulate,

impressively credentialed speakers from Israel and the United States who

represent the spread of Christian denominations as well as the various Jewish perspectives. These clergy, scholars, and authors contrast Jewish and

Christian beliefs concerning such concepts as redemption, resurrection, and

the ritual use of water. After recognizing Christianity’s grounding

in Judaism, the production focuses on interfaith efforts to build mutual

understanding and to break down barriers of distrust between Christians and

Jews. Even though the camera is right in the faces of many of the distinguished speakers, they are not distracted and their stimulating thoughts corresponding to the thoughtfully planned and edited footage results in eye-opening viewing for followers of both faiths. Ellen Mandel
